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Credit Hour Explanation
 

 
Program Learning Goals
 
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.
 

 
Assessment
 
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? Yes

Does the degree program or major have an assessment plan on file with the university Office of Academic Affairs? Yes
 
Summarize how the program's current quarter-based assessment practices will be modified, if necessary, to fit the semester calendar. 
Majors are assessed through a final paper in their capstone course which is then evaluated according to our three program learning goals.  Data is then
tabulated to evaluate student's achievement of our program's learning goals.  This requirement will remain true during semesters as the senior capstone course
remains a foundational requirement for our majors.

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Undergraduate Major in Women's Studies

Last Updated: Williams,Valarie Lucille
12/08/2010

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org Women's Studies - D0506

Administering College/Academic Group Humanities

Co-adminstering College/Academic Group

Semester Conversion Designation Re-envisioned with significant changes to program goals and/or curricular requirements (e.g.,
degree/major name changes, changes in program goals, changes in core requirements, structural
changes to tracks/options/courses)

Current Program/Plan Name Women's Studies

Proposed Program/Plan Name Undergraduate Major in Women's Studies

Program/Plan Code Abbreviation WOMSTDS-BA

Current Degree Title Bachelor of Arts

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 45 30.0 30 0.0

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 35 23.3 24 0.7

Maximum 45 30.0 30 0.0

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 10 6.7 6 0.7

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 5 3.3 3 0.3

Maximum 5 3.3 3 0.3

Program Learning Goals 1. Think critically about gender and women’s issues•
2. Pursue interdisciplinary inquiries about gender and to pose questions that cut across disciplinary fields•
3. Perform women’s studies research:  develop an argument, organize data and evidence for that argument, and

express ideas in writing

•
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Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
 
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

 
Pre-Major
 
Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No
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(Curricular Map(s). Owner: Beer,Lexie R)

•

WS UG MA.pdf: Supporting Documents

(Letter from Program-offering Unit. Owner: Beer,Lexie R)

•

A and H CL.WGSST.doc: Cover Letter

(Letter from the College to OAA. Owner: Williams,Valarie Lucille)

•
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December 1, 2010 
 
 
 
Lawrence Krissek, Professor of Earth Sciences        Elliot Slotnick, Professor of Political Science 
Faculty Chair, CCI     Associate Dean 
College of the Arts and Sciences   The Graduate School 
 
Dear Larry and Elliot, 
 
 The Department of Women’s Studies has completed its proposal for semester versions of 
its programs: BA, Minor, MA, PhD, and Graduate Minor.  Please note, the department’s name 
and its degree titles have changed to the Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
(WGSST), approved by the Board of Trustees on October 29, 2010; however, at the time of 
submission for semester programs, the approval for the name change from all approval bodies 
was not complete.  The Arts and Humanities Disciplinary Advisory Panel within the College of 
Arts and Sciences reviewed and approved all programs.   
 
Bachelor of Arts in Women’s Studies:  The last revision to the undergraduate program in 
Women’s Studies was in October 2009.  The quarter-based degree was 45 credit hours and its 
semester-based version is 30 credit hours with a pre-requisite course of WS 1110 of 3 credit 
hours.  The most significant change to this major is they are renaming their original three 
categories and including a fourth one as outlined in the Program Rationale.  The major courses 
have been re-configured and re-defined to reflect the expertise of the faculty.  In addition, due to 
the re-envisioning of the courses and the areas, the courses have been limited to count in only 
two of the four categories.  The Transition Plan identified the individualist nature of advising that 
Women’s Studies has historically provided for its approximately 80-100 majors, and how it will 
continue this practice in the future.  Please note that the BA in Women’s Studies has an 
assessment plan on file with OAA, confirmed October 15, 2010. 

 
Minor in Women’s Studies:  Like the re-envisioned BA, the Minor in Women’s Studies mirrors 
its new configurations.  The quarter-based degree was 25 credit hours and its semester-based 
version is 12 credit hours with a pre-requisite course of WS 1110 of 3 credits, for a total of 15 
hours experience in Women’s Studies.  Since the minor program is a course-to-course 
translation, the department has laid out four examples of transition plans for achieving the minor 
for its approximately 130 minors transitioning from quarters to semesters.     
 
We are sending these programs forward for review and approval in the next stage of curricular 
review at the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction.   
 
Master of Arts in Women’s Studies:  Following the undergraduate program revisions, the MA 
in Women’s Studies is completely re-envisioned with a new foundation of three core courses, 
additional requirements of gateway courses, and a selection of multiple topics courses that 
students may choose to fulfill their five elective requirements.  The quarter-based degree was 45 
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credit hours and its semester-based version is 30 credit hours.   The architecture of the new MA 
that will serve its approximate 10-16 students comes from suggestions provided during the 
department’s program review in 2007. 
 
Graduate Minor in Women’s Studies:  The graduate minor was first approved in 2005 with 
revisions in 2009.  It typically enrolls 15 students in any one quarter, and because it has a 
relatively high completion rate because of its flexible requirements, the department chose to 
maintain its current structure from 2009.  The quarter-based degree was 20 credit hours and its 
semester-based version is 12 credit hours.  Since the minor program is a course-to-course 
translation, the department has laid out four examples of transition plans for achieving the minor 
for its minors transitioning from quarters to semesters.     
 
PhD in Women’s Studies:  The PhD in Women’s Studies was first approved in 2001, and since 
that time it has not gone through a curricular revision.  The department took this opportunity to 
put into action suggestions from its 2007 program review, and re-envisioned its doctoral course 
work and areas.  Most specifically, it changed from five areas of concentration to four, reduced 
the number of core courses from five to three, and provided a more refined list of topics for their 
approximate 25-30 doctoral students. 
 
We are sending these programs forward for review and approval in the next stage of curricular 
review at The Graduate School.   
 
The courses that are specific to all of the programs are listed under Women’s Studies in PACER 
and have been advanced along with the program forms.  All programs from WGSST have the 
approval of Arts and Humanities.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to call or email me at 292-5727 or williams.1415@osu.edu.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of these proposals, 

 
Valarie Williams 
Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 
Professor of Dance 
 
CC:   Jill Bystydzienski, Chair and Professor, WGSST 
 Mark Shanda, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 
 Lexie Beer, Program Coordinator, WGSST 
 
 
 



  
 
 
Date: October 1, 2010 
To:    Calendar Conversion Committee, Office of Academic Affairs 
Cc:    Valerie Williams, Associate Dean of Arts and Humanities 
Re:    Calendar Conversion for the Department of Women’s Studies 
 
The Department of Women’s Studies is pleased to provide our program revisions and suggested 
implementation for our degree granting programs under the semester calendar to begin in Summer of 2012.  
The Department currently offers degree program in the following areas: 

 Undergraduate Major in Women’s Studies 
 Undergraduate Minor in Women’s Studies 
 Graduate Minor in Women’s Studies 
 Master’s Degree in Women’s Studies 
 Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Women’s Studies 

 
The Department of Women’s Studies has worked diligently over the past year to take a comprehensive look 
at its course offerings and degree programs under the quarter model as well as student input and feedback to 
determine the most effective and successful semester conversion plan for our department and our various 
programs.  The department began by taking up the conversion task in its Undergraduate Studies Committee 
and Graduate Studies Committee, each of which includes student representatives, core faculty, associated 
faculty, and staff.  The Undergraduate Studies Committee then divided the faculty into four ad hoc 
committees that each addressed course changes, deletions and additions for each of our concentration areas:  
race, sexualities and social justice; power, institutions and economies; narrative, culture, and representation; 
and global and transnational feminisms.  These committees made recommendations on course offerings 
within their areas for the semester model while the Undergraduate Studies Committee focused on creating the 
undergraduate major and minor program templates that would incorporate those changes.  The Graduate 
Studies Committee focused on four principles in order to streamline the transition process:  adherence to 2/3 
reduction; flexibility for students and faculty; clarity and coherence; and focus on interdisciplinarity.  These 
principles aided the committee’s efforts in creating new models for the graduate minor, masters program and 
doctoral program which the core faculty discussed, revised, and approved at the start of fall quarter 2010, thus 
completing our revisions for the semester conversion.   
 
The Department of Women’s Studies is confident that the changes made to its programs reflects the interests 
and desires of our students, the expertise of our faculty, and national trends in the field.  Thus, we 
recommend approval of the Undergraduate Major in Women’s Studies as provided herein to be carried 
forward for offering under the semester calendar beginning in 2012. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jill Bystydzienski 
Department Chair and Professor 
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MAJOR PROGRAM FORM 
DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN’S STUDIES 

286 University Hall, 230 N. Oval Mall | 292-1021 | Fax 292-0276 

College of Arts and Sciences 

 

Last       First     Middle  

OSU Email      Home Tel    Cell  

Secondary Email        OSU ID   

 

 

College of Enrollment              Projected Grad QQ/YY 

 

Additional Major(s)              Minor(s) 

 

ASC/College Advisor: 

 

 
MAJOR PROGRAM - 45 Credit Hours        Current Rank        Date 

 

PREREQUISITE   

Course# 

Proj. 
QQ/YY 

Actual 
QQ/YY 

Final 
Grade Requirement/Notes 

WS 101 or 110    
Prerequisites for the major only; 101/110 will NOT be applied 

to the required 45 credit hours) 

 

CORE COURSES - 20 Credit Hours Required 

Course# 

Proj. 
QQ/YY 

Actual 
QQ/YY 

Final 
Grade Requirement/Notes 

WS 300    Introduction to Feminist Analysis 

WS 550    History of Feminist Thought 

WS      .    Women of Color (Select ONE 340,372,505,520,540,576,623,624) 

WS      .    Senior Experience (Select ONE 575 or H783) 

 

CONCENTRATION AREA AND ELECTIVES - 25 Credit Hours Required 

Primary Concentration Area (15 Credit Hours)  

These courses must be taken in ONE particular 

concentration area.  

 

 Difference and Diversity  

 Culture and Representation 

Political Contexts and Social Change 

 

 
 
 
 

Electives (10 Credit Hours) 

 

Approved-Related Courses: No more than 10 

credit hours outside of Women’s Studies may 

be applied to major. 
 

WS Courses Applied to GEC Requirements 

Do NOT count towards major requirements (See reverse) 

Course# 

Planned 
QQ/YY 

Actual 
QQ/YY Final Grade 

      .    

      .    

      .    

Course# 

Planned 
QQ/YY 

Actual 
QQ/YY 

Final 
Grade 

    

    



REMARKS/REVISIONS 

 

PLEASE RECORD: Date, comments and name. Be sure to enter notes into OSASC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOURS: Students must complete a minimum of 45 credit hours (9 courses) in approved courses.  

30 credit hours (5 courses) of these must be at the 300-level or above;  

15 credit hours (3 courses) must be at the 400-level or above. 

 

GECs: Confirm that none of the following are being used for GECs: 230, 215, 317, 367.01,367.02, 367.03, 

367.04, 370, 372, 510, 520. If so, list on the front of this form and notify student that these courses WILL NOT 

apply to the major requirements (*unless student is double major – see note below). 

 

DOUBLE MAJORS: Most courses can count towards both, but the student must confirm this with their  

other major advisor(s).  Double majors must have 30 unique hours for the WS major, which allows them  

up to 15 hours for either approved-related classes in the other major, or GECs to count for the major.  

 

DUAL DEGREES: No overlapping of courses or GECs. 

 

MINOR to MAJOR: Watch for 230, 317, 367’s and 372 (and other GECs listed above) and clarify whether the 

student wants to use them for GEC or Major. 

 

 

 

CONCENTRATION AREAS 

 
DIFFERENCE & DIVERSITY: 305, H322, 340, 367.02, 367.03, 367.04, 370, 389, 505, 520, 540, 545, 560, 576, 623, 624; 

Approved Related: AAAS 230, ANTHROP 597.02*, 601.04, CLASSICS 508, ENG 580, HIST 526, 533.06, NELC 345, 

PSYCH 543, SOC 340, 435, 605, 608* 

 

CULTURE & REPRESENTATION: 215, 305, 317, 340, 367.01, 367.02, 367.03, 367.04, 372, 375, 517, 527, 540, 576, 

657; Approved-Related: ENG 580, ENG 592, FRENCH 663, HEB 374, LING 367, NELC 360, PHILOS 625, SLAVIC 

H583, SOC 608* 

 

POLITICAL CONTEXTS & SOCIAL CHANGE: 305, H322, 325, 326, 350, 389, 505, 510, 513, 520, 524, 623, 624, 670; 

Approved-Related: ANTHROP 597.02*, 601.04*, 620.02, EDU P&L 414, HIST 325, 523, 524, 525, NELC 345, POL SCI 

512, 514, PSYCH 543, RURAL SOC 678, SOC 340, 435, 510, 605, 608* 

 

 

Pre-SU09 also includes: BIOLOGY 597*, COMP STD 242, 314, 315, 544, 651, 678, EDU P&L 626.02,  

658, ENG 575, 576.03, 577.01, 578, 681.03, HIST 546, HIST ART 400, JAPANESE 665, MUSIC 685 

COMP STD 515, EDU PAES 610, 614, COMM 662  
 

*GECs 



MAJOR PROGRAM FORM 
DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN’S STUDIES | 286 University Hall, 230 N. Oval Mall | 292-1021 | Fax 292-0276 

 

Last       First     Middle  

 

OSU Email      Home Tel    Cell  

 

College of Enrollment              Projected Grad STS/YY 

 

Additional Major(s)              Minor(s) 

 

ASC/College Advisor: 

 
 

MAJOR PROGRAM - 30 Credit Hours        Current Rank        Date 

 

PRE-REQUISITE – 3 Credit Hours (Not included in the overall 30 credit hours required) 
 

Course# 
Proj. 

STS/YY 

Actual 

STS/YY 

Final 

Grade Requirement/Notes 

WS 1110    Introduction to Gender, Sex, and Power 

 

CORE COURSES - 12 Credit Hours Required (See list of courses on next page) 
 

Course# 

Proj. 

STS/YY 

Actual 

STS/YY 

Final 

Grade Requirement/Notes 

WS 2300    Introduction to Feminist Analysis 

WS 2550    History of Feminist Thought 

WS        .    Women of Color (Select ONE) 

WS        .    Senior Experience (Seminar, Internship, or Honors Thesis) 

 

CONCENTRATION AREA - 9 Credit Hours Required (see list of courses on next page)

These courses must all be taken in ONE concentration area. 

 Race, Sexualities, and Social Justice 

 Power, Institutions, and Economies 

 Narrative, Culture, and Representation 

 Global and Transnational Feminisms 

 

ELECTIVES - 9 Credit Hours Required 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WS COURSE APPLIED TO GE REQUIREMENTS (Do NOT count towards major requirements-see below) 
 

Course# 

Planned 
STS/YY 

Actual 
STS/YY 

Final 
Grade 

      .    

      .    

      .    

Course# 

Planned 
STS/YY 

Actual 
STS/YY 

Final 
Grade 

      .    

      .    

      .    

Course# 

Planned 

STS/YY 

Actual 

STS/YY 

Final 

Grade 

      .    

      .    

      .    

GEs: Confirm that none of the following are being used 

for GEs: 2230, 2215, 3317, 2367.01,2367.02, 2367.03, 

2367.04, 3370, 3372, 4510, 4520. If so, list on the form 

and do not apply to the major (*unless a double major). 

Approved Related Courses: Only 6 hours of 

approve related courses outside of Women’s Studies 

may apply to the major requirements (see handbook 

for list of approve related courses). 



REMARKS/REVISIONS 

 

PLEASE RECORD: Date, comments and name. Be sure to enter notes into OSASC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STS:  Semester, Term, or Session 

 

HOURS:  Students must complete a minimum of 30 credit hours (11 courses) in approved courses: 

 15 credit hours (5 courses) of these must be at the 3000-level or above; 

 9 credit hours (3 courses) must be at the 4000-level or above. 

 
DOUBLE MAJORS: Most courses can count towards both, but the student must confirm this with their other 

major advisor(s).  Double majors must have 18 unique hours for the WS major, which allows them up to 9 

hours for either approved-related classes in the other major, or GEs to count for the major.  

 

DUAL DEGREES: No overlapping of courses or GEs. 

 

MINOR REQUIREMENTS:  WS 1110 or 2300, Women of Color Requirement and 3 elective courses. 

 

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS:  WS 1110, 2300, 2550, Women of Color Requirement, Senior Experience, 3 

concentration courses, and 3 elective courses. 

 

 

 

 

CONCENTRATION AREAS 

 
RACE, SEXUALITIES AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
2230, 2305, 2340, 2367.02, 2367.03, 2367.04, 3282, 3322H, 3304, 3305, 3370, 4404, 4520, 4540, 4401, 4402, 4560 

 

POWER, INSTITUTIONS, AND ECONOMIES 
2325, 2326, 2350, 3370, 3505, 3301, 3302, 3305, 3524, 4510H, 4513, 4520, 4403, 4535, 4545, 4560, 4597, 5624 

 

NARRATIVE, CULTURE, AND REPRESENTATION 
2215, 2230, 2367.01, 2367.02, 2367.03, 2367.04, 3282, 3317, 3306, 3372, 4375, 4527, 4540, 4576 

 

GLOBAL AND TRANSNATIONAL FEMINISMS: 

2305, 2340, 3322H, 3372, 3301, 3302, 3505, 3524, 4404, 4576, 4583, 4597, 4583, 4597, 5623, 5624, 5657 

 

APPROVED RLEATED COURSES 
AAAS 3230; ANTHRO 4597.02, 5602, 5621; CLASSICS 4203; COMM 3662; COMP ST 3515; EDU PAES 5610, 5614; 

EDU P&L 4214; ENGLISH 4580, 4592; FRENCH 5663; HEBREW 3374; HISTORY 3325, 4523, 4524, 4525, 4526, 

4533.06; LINGUISTICS 2367.01; NELC 3345; PHILOSOPHY 5420; POLI SCI 4170, 4138; PSYCH 3543; RURAL SOC 

5578; SLAVIC 4583H; SOC 2340, 3435, 4510, 5605, 4608 
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